
 

  
MDEM Reminds Maryland Residents to Prepare Now in 

Advance of Predicted Busy Hurricane Season 
Remember to Know Your Zone if You Live, Work, or Visit Coastal, Tidal 

Areas 
REISTERSTOWN, MD (May 30, 2024) — With multiple 
weather forecasting services and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) predicting an 
exceptionally active 2024 Atlantic Hurricane Season, the 
Maryland Department of Emergency Management (MDEM) 
urges residents to begin their preparations now. “The NOAA 
2024 hurricane forecast calls for more storms than ever before and it is important that all Marylanders take 
preparations seriously,” said MDEM Secretary Russ Strickland, “High winds, storm surge, tidal and inland 
flooding can all be deadly consequences of hurricanes and tropical storms.” 

NOAA’s outlook, which spans from June 1 to November 30, predicts an 85-percent chance of an above-
normal season, a ten-percent chance of a near-normal season, and a five-percent chance of a below-normal 
season. 

Part of that preparedness means you should Know Your Zone if you live, work, or visit coastal or tidal areas 
in Maryland in case a large storm requires evacuation. The Know Your Zone program allows local emergency 
officials to order evacuations by letter zones (A, B, and C) to more easily provide information to those in the 
area. 

To determine if you live, work, or visit an evacuation zone in Maryland, please go 
to KnowYourZoneMD.com and click on the “Find Your Zone” link. Type in the address of the property you 
are interested in and you will find out if the location is in an evacuation zone. Please note that the zones are 
for evacuations from storm surge or tidal flooding along the Chesapeake Bay, its tributaries, the coastal bay, 
and the ocean on the Eastern Shore. The zones do NOT apply to inland and flash floods. 

NOAA is forecasting a range of 17 to 25 total named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher). Of those, 8 to 13 
are predicted to become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), including 4 to 7 major hurricanes (category 
3, 4, or 5; with winds of 111 mph or higher). Forecasters have a 70% confidence in these ranges. 



The upcoming Atlantic hurricane season is expected to have above-normal activity due to a 
confluence of factors, including near-record warm ocean temperatures in the Atlantic Ocean, 
development of La Niña conditions in the Pacific, reduced Atlantic trade winds, and less wind shear, 
all of which tend to favor tropical storm formation. 

Here are some additional considerations while planning for hurricanes and other hazards: 

 Plan now! Do not wait until the peak of hurricane season. 
 Pay attention to emergency information and alerts. 
 Determine your best protection for high winds and flooding. 
 Unless you live in an evacuation zone, make a plan to shelter-in-place if it is safe to do so. 
 If you are ordered to evacuate, make a plan with friends or family to shelter with them 

where you will be safer and more comfortable. 
 Check with local authorities for the latest information about public evacuation shelters. 
 Only use outdoor generators that are at least 20 feet away from your home and away from 

windows, doors, and vents. 
 If you have pets, make a plan for them, including knowing which hotels are pet-friendly.  
 Never walk, swim, or drive through flood waters. 

For more information about hurricane preparedness, including sample emergency plans and supply 
kit information, please visit MDEM, FEMA, the National Weather Service, and the American Red 
Cross. 

To receive text alerts, tips, and resources related to threats and hazards that may affect Maryland, 
text “MdReady” to 211-631, or text “MdListo” to receive alerts in Spanish. 



Marylanders are also encouraged to install the MdReady WebApp, which gives instant access to a 
wide array of emergency notifications and preparedness information to residents and visitors alike. 
To install the new WebApp, users can visit MdReady.maryland.gov and follow the prompt to easily 
add the MdReady shortcut to a mobile device home screen, or to sign up for text alerts in English or 
Spanish. 

### 

CONTACT: 
Jorge Castillo, jorge.castillo@maryland.gov, 443-381-3518 

Ed McDonough, ed.mcdonough@maryland.gov, 410-446-3333 
Travis Brown, travis.brown2@maryland.gov, 410-702-3726 

24/7 line: 877-636-2872 

 


